
Leading on Health Care

Pennsylvanians continue to struggle with the increased costs of health care. Congressman Altmire believes that
individuals should not be forced to decide between paying the mortgage or their monthly health care premiums. Seniors
should not need to choose between paying for groceries or for the prescription drugs needed for their treatment. He has
heard hundreds of stories from constituents who are simply trying to make ends meet, and are finding it harder and
harder to do so. Health care must be made more affordable in the U.S. and we need to have a national dialogue, with all
parties involved, in how we can accomplish it

  


Congress can do much more to ensure that all Americans, regardless of age, gender, race, or socio-economic status,
have access to high quality, affordable health care. Over 47 million Americans are uninsured despite the fact that the
U.S. spends the most per capita on health care than all other developed nations. Congressman Altmire knows this is
unacceptable and plans to use his health care background and expertise to improve how health care is delivered in the
U.S. 



Altmire Appointed to New Dem Health Care Task Force 



On January 29, 2008, Congressman Altmire was appointed to the Health Care Task Force launched by the New
Democrat Coalition. The initiative is aimed at dramatically improving Americans' access to quality, affordable health
insurance through prevention, innovation and competition. For more information, see [Altmire, New Dems Offer
Roadmap Forward on Health IT]. 



Covering 10 Million Children 



Last year, Congress made repeated attempts to reauthorize and expand the State Children's Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP) as a first step in ensuring the coverage of more Americans. The House and Senate agreed to provide $35 billion
to meet the health care needs of children across the country at no additional cost to taxpayers. Unfortunately, the
president twice vetoed this bipartisan legislation to provide health care to 10 million children. For Congressman Altmire's
statement on this issue, see [Altmire Statement on SCHIP Override]. 


Improving Medicare for Seniors 



The House took a major step forward to improve and reform Medicare by passing the Children's Health and Medicare
Protection Act (H.R. 3162). It ensures seniors will continue to have access to the doctors of their choice, extends the life
of the Trust Fund for three years, and includes an Altmire-authored provision to eliminate the late enrollment penalty for
low income seniors who choose to enroll in the Medicare Part D prescription drug program. For more information, see
[Altmire Urges Senate to Waive Medicare Part D Late Enrollment Penalty]. 
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